
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WORK SESSION 

 

October 8, 2007 

 

The committee of the whole work session of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools 

held on Monday, October 8, 2007, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Johnson in the 

Professional Development Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She 

welcomed an audience of 10 people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer Deb 

Polderman, Dale Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

President Johnson informed the audience she was moving the Kalamazoo Regional Educational 

Service Agency (KRESA) millage request presentation up in the agenda in order to accommodate 

Dr. Craig Misner’s schedule. 

 

The KRESA Superintendent, Dr. Craig Misner, presented background information on the KRESA 

Bond Proposal pertaining to Croyden. 

 

President Johnson opened the meeting to comments or communications from the Board. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys commented on a recent Gazette article regarding the increase of students in Mattawan, 

the age of their school, and questioned what factors might be impacting the increase.  She also 

discussed class sizes within the District requesting to see information on every building. 

 

President Johnson opened the meeting for citizen comments. 

 

There being no citizen comments, President Johnson moved to the action items portion of the 

agenda. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys requested the September 24, 2007 regular meeting minutes be removed from the 

consent agenda and offered clarification. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 

approve the consent agenda consisting of: the appointment of the following new teacher: Ms. 

Elizabeth Rotman.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Human Resource Manager, Ms. Vickie Herzberg, presented background information on the 

new teacher approved in the consent agenda, adding that Ms. Elizabeth Rotman will teach at 

Haverhill Elementary.  Ms. Rotman was in attendance and Ms. Herzberg introduced her to the 

Superintendent and Board. 
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President Johnson amended the motion pertaining to the September 24, 2007 regular meeting 

minutes stating they will be deferred to the next business meeting. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys requested the minutes of August 27, 2007 be brought forward for review and 

clarification.  President Johnson informed the audience she will check Roberts Rules and asked 

Mrs. Kurdys to e-mail corrections to her and the Board Recording Secretary. 

 

The motion to defer approval of minutes carried unanimously. 

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, provided an update on school 

finance.  Mr. Noverr and Legal Counsel, Mr. John Manske, responded to numerous questions from 

several Trustees.  Mrs. Kurdys requested that the Finance Committee work with the administration 

to begin evaluating the financial implications of the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 

Agency (KRESA) enhancement millage and review the practice of financing buses. 

 

The Director of Curriculum and Professional Development, Ms. Denise Bresson, presented 

background information regarding the permission to plan the Central and Northern High School 

student government/senate trip to Washington, D.C., March 1-8, 2008.  She responded to numerous 

questions from Trustees.  Mrs. Kurdys asked several questions about the Washington, D.C. trip.  

Ms. Bresson responded to the questions and confirmed that family trips have been approved 

absences of they meet the appropriate criteria.  This trip request will be brought forward at the next 

business meeting. 

 

Ms. Bresson presented a curriculum and instruction update pertaining to International 

Baccalaureate (IB), Curriculum and Instruction Council (CIC) proposals, changes at the state level, 

and student achievement highlights. 

 

The Director of Assessment and Student Information Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, discussed 

achievement data, Adequate Yearly Progress information, and Michigan Merit Exam assessments.   

 

Ms. Bresson followed-up with background on strategies for continuous improvement.   

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience that updates will be provided as well as a discussion 

regarding the indicators of academic success at a January 2008 work session. 

 

Ms. Bresson responded to numerous questions from several Trustees.  Mrs. Kurdys inquired as to 

the most relevant educational programs helping prepare students to become National Merit Semi-

finalists.  She encouraged Ms. Bresson to interview the candidates and their parents for insight and 

information.  Mrs. Kurdys also requested that an alternate administrative excused absence be made 

available for students to make-up the PSAT.  There were also questions about the process for 

deciding textbook pilots, information shared with other school districts regarding the IB Program 

(including cost information), the value of comparing Portage Public School achievement data to a 

higher standard than merely the state average, DIBELS measurement, testing for comprehension 

through the STAR testing, and the gifted and talented programs.  During the discussion, follow-up 

information was also requested in these and related areas by Trustees.  Superintendent Wells 
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indicated that the administration would review and provide further information as requested and 

confirmed that the District will be evaluated at a higher standard than the state average.   

 

Superintendent Wells introduced the Communications and Marketing Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, to 

present an update on Bond communications.  Mr. Vance informed the audience that the mailing of 

the Community Update is in process and the District is responding to questions, fielding comments, 

and holding informational presentations.  The current emphasis has been on registering to vote and 

after October 9, the focus will be to remind everyone to exercise their right to vote. 

 

Mr. Noverr presented a Bond Issue 2007 operational cost analysis and the impacts estimated on 

Proposal 1 and 2 and responded to numerous Trustee questions. 

 

President Johnson again opened the meeting to citizen comment. 

 

Mr. Bruce Frandsen, 5953 Texas Dr., a citizen, discussed the cost analysis and thanked the District 

for this information. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys requested clarification pertaining to the Attendance Study Committee regarding 

middle school redistricting, questioned Board approval process for Request For Proposals (RFPs), 

and inquired about updated technology information pertaining to the Bond. 

 

Superintendent Wells confirmed that the Attendance Study Committee will consider the impact on 

middle schools while addressing elementary concerns and attempt to offer balance at both levels.  

She also indicated that updated technology information is under development and should be 

available this week. 

 

Facilities Committee Chair, Mr. Eddy, responded to the RFP question raised by Mrs. Kurdys. 

 

Mr. Dominic Pullo, 7518 St. George Cir., a citizen, discussed the CIC review, testing, the IB 

Program, and the incredible parent involvement in the District. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education 

move into closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations.  Upon a roll call vote, all 

Trustees voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 8:39 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 9:10 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 


